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New Mexico EnchantmentNew Mexico EnchantmentNew Mexico Enchantment   
Taos Mountains, Capulin Volcano NM, Bandolier NM, Tent Rocks NM, Petroglyph NM 

Our tour of northern New Mexico, the Land of 
Enchantment, begins in the small town of Raton just south 
of the Colorado border on a beautiful late spring day.  In 
1941 New Mexico began using the tagline “Land of 
Enchantment” on their license plates and officially 
adopted it as the state’s nickname in 1990.  Home to 
eighteen National Park Service sites attests to the scenic 
and historical significance of the state.  But, how did the 
nickname originate?  In July 1906, Lilian Whiting, a NY 
Times correspondent and author, visited John Muir, the 
famous naturalist, and his family in Adamana, Arizona.  
He was exploring (and discovering) what would later 
become Petrified Forest National Park.  In her writings 
Lilian described this region of eastern Arizona and western 
New Mexico as the land of enchantment – “A spell is laid 
on sod and stone, night and day are tampered with.”  She 
later used this as the title for her book The Land of 
Enchantment published in 1906 that described her 

journeys across Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona. 
We ride east on US-64 across the flat plains towards 

Capulin Volcano National Monument.  The concept of 
volcanoes in this stark landscape is hard to fathom, but in 
the distance we begin to see the classic cone shape of 
Capulin.  Apparently, volcanic activity was common in this 
region millions of years ago leading up to the last eruption 
of Capulin about 60,000 years ago.  As we hike around the 
volcano’s caldera rim we have a 360 degree panoramic 
view.  In the distance is an even larger and older volcano 
called Old Grande Sierra.  There was a time when this 
region was a cauldron of volcanic activity spewing rivers of 
lava.  Capulin was also a geographic marker of sorts for the 
pioneers in the 1800’s following the Santa Fe Trail, the 
original superhighway between Missouri and Santa Fe 
traveled by settlers, traders and soldiers.   

We backtrack on US-64 west riding alongside the 
eastern perimeter of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, the 

RATING:  

MILES: 1,600 

TIME: 6 days 



 

RRR ID INGID INGID ING    AAAMERICAMER ICAMER ICA ’’’SSS   TTTREASURESREASURESREASURES™  

© Redtail Rider, 2010-2014                                                 www.redtailrider.com                                                                                                              3 

Located within the Raton-
Clayton Volcanic Field, the 
Capulin  volcano last erupted  
58,000 to 62,000 years ago 
creating a classic cinder cone 
that rises 1,600 feet above the 
surrounding plain.   
 
Looking down from rim of the 
volcano across the volcanic 
field you can see the pressure 
ridges created by the vast areas 
of lava that once flowed 
through this region. 

View of the interior of the Capulin 
volcano.     The rim is about 1 mile in 

circumference and the  crater is about 400 
feet deep.  There is a small dormant lava 

dome in the center of the crater, which is 
all that remains of the active volcano. 

From the volcano rim trail we can see 
the immense Old Sierra Grande 
volcano which formed over a million 
years ago and rises  2,200 feet above 
the plains.  
 
This is the largest of hundreds of 
ancient volcanos that surround the 
region and during their active period 
covered the region in lava flows. 
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Riding the Enchanted Circle Scenic Byway through the beautiful Taos Mountains  

southernmost range of the Rocky Mountains.  We 
abruptly transition from the flat plains into the heart of 
the mountains as the road winds amid towering 
forested cliffs.  Turning north onto NM-38, part of the 
Enchanted Circle Scenic Byway, we enjoy the 
moderately twisty sweepers and views of snow-capped 
peaks in the distance.   

After crossing Bobcat Pass we descend into the 
small mountain village of Red River – only to discover 
that the town is hosting one of the largest motorcycle 
rallies in the state (which also explains the unusually 

high number of motorcycles we passed).  Apparently, this 
annual weekend rally attracts 20,000+ motorcyclists in a town 
that has one main street that is barely a mile long.  We briefly 
stop to walk around the town and notice among the large 
contingents of various motorcycle clubs and gangs are several 
chapters of the Bandidos Motorcycle Club, or as they call 
themselves – Bandido Nation.  Profiled a number times on 
various television shows, such as Outlaw Bikers and Gangland, 
this high profile gang prides itself as being one percenters – 
outlaw bikers.  This is clearly apparent on many of their 
distinctive vests that sport the 1% emblem.  Their motto is also 
indicative of why it’s a good idea to give them a wide berth – 
“We are the people our parents warned us about.”   
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Red River is an 1870’s gold, silver and copper mining town cum resort  gateway to the scenic Taos Mountains 
that normally has less than 500 residents.  Every year over Memorial Day weekend the town is transformed 
as 20,000+ motorcycles descend for an annual rally. 

The Enchanted Circle Scenic Byway winds through the beautiful Taos Mountains with towering cliff walls and  
stunning panoramic vistas. 

The Wildcat’s Den  
2457 Hwy 522 
Questa, NM   

Local eatery near Red River that has 
become a popular stopping point for 
motorcyclists riding the Enchanted Circle 
Scenic Byway. 

Offers a basic menu of burgers, 
sandwiches and fries that were well prepared 
and tasty. 
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We continue west and emerge from the mountains onto flat 
southwestern plains surrounded by a number of large volcanic cones 
jutting up from the Taos Plateau volcanic field – a reminder of the area’s 
turbulent geologic past.  We ride into the newest national park service 
unit, the Rio Grande del Norte National Monument, which was created 
on March 25, 2013 by President Obama.  The monument is a rugged 
expanse that encompasses the Rio Grande River where it has carved a 
steep gorge in the volcanic rock.  We parallel the river on NM-522 south 
to US-64 west where we cross over the Rio Grande Gorge Bridge, the 
seventh highest bridge in the country spanning 1,200 feet across the Rio 
Grande River.   

The Rio Grande Gorge Bridge rises 565 feet above the river and is the seventh highest bridge in the U.S.  

The Rio Grande River carves an impressive canyon on its drive south to the Gulf of Mexico 

The 1%’ers 
 
What’s a one 

percenter?   
The term refers to 

outlaw motorcycle 
gangs.  It’s origin is 
believed to come from 
comments made 
following the Hollister Riot of 1947, during 
one of the early post-World War II 
motorcycle rallies.  The reference was made 
that 99% of motorcyclists are law-abiding 
citizens, whereas 1% are not. 

Many outlaw biker gangs, such as the 
Hells Angels, Bandidos, the Pagans, and the 
Outlaws have latched onto this distinction 
and incorporated it into their culture and 
induction processes. 

Outlaw biker gangs around the world have 
adopted the 1% symbol in the form of 
patches and decals that are earned by 
performing various  tasks or achievements.  
It is often inferred these achievements are 
generally illegal in nature. 

The culture around the outlaw biker gangs 
and the one percenters has been recently 
portrayed on the Sons of Anarchy television 
series.   
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After spending the night in Taos, we get an early start 
on another mostly sunny day riding south on NM-518 into 
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains.  We practically have the 
road to ourselves and enjoy the sweepers and moderate 
twisties with beautiful views of the surrounding mountains.  
We cross over the mountain range and emerge onto the flat 
prairie land crisscrossed by arroyos with ranges of bison 
and pronghorn antelope.  Following NM-161 we reach our 
first stop of the day – Fort Union National Monument. 

Fort Union was originally built in 1851 and was a key way 
station along the Santa Fe Trail and survived until 1891 
when the railroads made the trail obsolete.  Although it 
became the largest post in the southwest and boasted many 
amenities not easily available in such a remote area, 
including a 50 bed hospital – the largest medical facility in 
the west - and a trading post, it was still harsh duty.  The 
wind is a persistent presence and subject to strong 
sustained gusts that gave rise to the fort’s nickname of Fort 
Windy, which was not necessarily a term of endearment.  
However, for the travel weary pioneers on the Santa Fe 

Trail the fort was a much welcomed sight. 
We backtrack our route on NM-161 and turn north onto 

NM-434 for a pleasant and picturesque ride along the 
eastern edge of the mountain range.  In the resort town of 
Angel Fire we turn onto US-64, which is part of the 
Enchanted Circle Scenic Byway to the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial State Park.  The centerpiece is the sleekly 
designed Peace and Brotherhood Chapel gracefully perched 
on a hillside overlooking Moreno Valley.  The memorial 
was built in 1971 by the grief-stricken parents of Marine 1LT 
David Westphall who was ambushed and killed along with 
fifteen fellow soldiers in Vietnam in 1968.  The memorial is 
a somber and respectful tribute to all servicemen. 

We continue west on US-64 through the Sangre de 
Cristo mountain range closing the loop of the Enchanted 
Circle Scenic Byway in Taos.  This stretch of the byway has 
challenging twisties and sweepers along with great views of 
the mountains.   

On the outskirts of Taos is the oldest continuously 
inhabited place in the country lasting over 1,000 years – 

The Santa Fe Trail was  a pre-railroad era superhighway between Franklin, Missouri and Santa Fe, New Mexico 
that started in 1821.  Thousands of pioneers riding in Conestoga Wagons braved the harsh and dangerous 
journey.  You can still see the wagon ruts carved into the ground that radiate from the fort. 

Bandido’s motorcycle club members ride through 
the Taos Mountains 

Fort Union is located on the flat vast prairie of the 
Great Plains 
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herds of native pronghorn antelope are 
prevalent in the region along with bison 

remains of the fort’s adobe buildings includes the hospital and officer quarters 

one of the few structures not 
constructed of adobe and still stands 
are the prison cells 

most soldiers lived in simple tents that were 
constantly buffeted by the wind 

Fort Union National Monument 
 
Originally built in 1851 the fort was a trade post and 

military reservation in the Mora Valley that protected 
pioneers travelling the Santa Fe Trail for 40 years.  The 
advent of the railroads eventually made the fort obsolete. 

Not much remains of “Fort Windy” as it was sarcastically 
known by the inhabitants.  Most of the structures were built 
with adobe bricks which simply degrade over time.  Situated 
on the plains the fort became an important waypoint for 
pioneers making the dangerous and harsh trip. 

The fort also became an important defensive military 
reservation during the Mexican-American War of 1846-48.  
During the Civil War the Union Army built a massive earthen 
fortification in 1861 to dissuade the Confederate Army from 
attacking north into Colorado.  The fort served its purpose 
with the decisive Union victory at the Battle of Glorieta Pass 
in 1862, which ended the Confederate threat in the region. 
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riding the Enchanted Circle Scenic 
Byway with beautiful panoramic views 
of the southern portion of the Sangre 
de Cristo Mountains 

The gracefully designed Peace and Brotherhood 
Chapel  is the centerpiece of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Angel Fire, NM.  The 
chapel resembles a sail and is perched on  a 
hillside that overlooks the Moreno Valley  with 
panoramic views of the surrounding 
mountains.   
 
The chapel was built by  the Westphal family in 
memory of 1LT David Westphal who was killed 
in Vietnam  along with fifteen fellow soldiers in 
an ambush in May, 1968. 
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Taos Pueblo, also called the “Place of the Red Willows” by 
the Native American inhabitants.  Steeped in the history of 
the land this UNESCO World Heritage Site is currently 
home to 1,200 people.  The buildings are made entirely of 
adobe, a mixture of earth, straw and water that are formed 
into bricks and then coated with more adobe mixture.  
Within the sacred village no modern amenities are allowed 
– no running water or electricity; the inhabitants maintain a 
lifestyle reminiscent of their ancestor kin. 

 The next morning we ride south on NM-68 and take a 
brief detour into the Rio Grande Gorge before turning west 
onto NM-75 which takes us back into the mountains.  
Shortly after we ride through the Picuris Pueblo, another 
ancient Native American community that dates back to 750 
CE, we turn south onto NM-78.  Nestled in the southern end 
of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains is the El Santuario de 
Chimayo, a Roman Catholic pilgrimage site established in 
1816 that receives over 300,000 visitors and penitents each 
year.  The “holy dirt” in the chapel has purported 
miraculous healing properties as evidenced by the collection 
of discarded crutches and testimonials; although the Church 
takes no position on whether or not miracles have occurred 
here.   

We ride NM-75 west to NM-502 and the Bandelier 
National Monument, named for Adolph Bandelier an 
archeologist who was instrumental in the excavation and 
preservation of this Native American site.  The monument 
preserves a remarkable Ancestral “Anasazi” Pueblo society 
that built a large and complex community in Frijoles 
Canyon that reached its peak in the late 1400s and was 
finally abandoned in the 1600s.  These ancestral homes 
consisted of adjoining multi-storied stone homes carved 
into caves in the sheer cliff walls of the canyon.  On the 
canyon floor large adobe villages were constructed, some 
exceeding 600 rooms.  

We hike through the canyon following the Frijoles River 
that feeds into the Rio Grande.  The sheer canyon walls are 
comprised of welded tuff, a volcanic ash from the eruptions 
of the many volcanos in the region.  As the hot ash cooled 
pockets of gas were trapped into cavates.  As the tuff eroded 
over time the cavates are exposed creating a surreal 
composition of pock-marked canyon walls and caves of 
varying sizes.  These gas pockets became the foundation for 
many of the canyon inhabitants’ homes over the years.   

We peer into or walk through some of the caves, which 
still display petroglyphs or other painted decorations.  The 

Taos Pueblo  is an ancient  pueblo that has been continuously inhabited for over 1,000 years by the Native 
American  Northern Tiwa tribe of the  Pueblo people.  In keeping with it’s ancient roots it does not have any 
modern amenities, such as electricity or running water. 
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The San Geronimo Church in the Taos Pueblo was built in 1850 during the Spanish colonization period 

Taos Pueblo cemetery  cooking oven—pizza anyone? 
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San Francisco de Asis  Mission Church was built between 1772 and 1816 

Ancestral Pueblo People were very adept and creative with pottery-
making which often included patterns and decorations.  We reach 
the site of the Alcove House, which is a large cave situated 140 feet 
above the canyon floor that was home to at least 25 Ancestral 
Pueblo people.  Reaching the alcove is difficult, accessed by four 
wooden ladders and stone stairs.  As we stare up at this improbable 
location for a home I can’t help but consider the difficulty of 
carrying everyday supplies up to the alcove.   

We decide to make the climb to the top.  While the views are 
impressive and the alcove is large, it doesn’t really leave much 
room for the several families that occupied it along with the 
ceremonial kiva that takes up a large space.  We finish our perusal 
and retrace our route down the ladders and hike back to the visitor 
center. 

We ride south on US-285 through Santa Fe and then east onto   
I-25 to the Pecos National Historic Park located near the southern 
tip of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains in the Pecos Valley.  The 
park commemorates 10,000 years of human history in an area that 
was a cultural crossroads for the Pueblo and Plains Indians.  The 
Pecos pueblo is thought to have had as many as 2,000 inhabitants 
at its peak in the 1400’s to mid-1600’s and comprised of a complex 
society that built large adobe fortresses that were five stories high, 
hosted trade fairs, and relied on agriculture and hunting for 
sustenance.   

Picuris Pueblo,  first inhabited around 750 CE 
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El Santuario de Chimayo is a 
Roman Catholic pilgrimage 
church  and shrine built in 
1816.  The local Tewa Indians 
believed the nearby hot 
springs were sacred for their 
healing powers . 
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The Santuario de Chimayo is  also known for it’s artwork 

The Spanish Conquistador explorer Coronado and his 
army of 1,200 soldiers arrived in 1540 seeking the gold and 
treasures that were thought to exist in the region.  While he 
never found the treasures he sought, the Franciscan priests 
found a population for conversion and began to build 
missions and churches, which are prevalent throughout the 
region.  This shaky relationship evolved through the 1700s 
into a relaxed balance where the religious zeal of the 
Franciscan priests was able to co-exist with the traditional 
anima beliefs of the Pueblo Indians.  As we walked around 
the ruins of the pueblo we could see this by the 
juxtaposition of the remains of the large mission church that 
was built in the 1700s and a nearby large ceremonial kiva. 

One of the routes of the Santa Fe Trail also passed 
through the Pecos Valley.  Some of the ruts are clearly 
visible in the hard packed soil.  Although, it was interesting 

to note that by the time the pioneers were passing through 
this area beginning in 1821, the Pecos Pueblo was basically a 
ghost town.  Over time the Pueblo inhabitants eventually 
migrated to other pueblos and towns as other trading 
centers were established. 

The next morning after spending the night in Santa Fe 
we rode southwest on I-25 to north NM-16 into the Cochiti 
Indian Reservation and the Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks 
National Monument.  Kasha-Katuwe means “white rocks” in 
the Pueblo language and refers to the bands of white rock. 
This remarkable area was formed from layers of volcanic 
rock and ash deposited by pyroclastic flows and tremendous 
explosions within the Jemez Volcanic Field some 6-7 million 
years ago.  Erosion then created the cone shaped pillars as 
the soft tuff erodes faster than the hard caprock that formed 
on top.  Over time, wind and water have also shaped these 
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Petroglyphs can 
be seen inside 
some of the cave 
like rooms.   
 
Colorful designs 
were painted on 
the walls. 

Bandelier National Monument Frijoles Canyon with volcanic gas pockets 

Home built inside a large gas pocket 

The remains of multi-storied structures that were built into the side of 
the Frijoles Canyon walls.  Note the holes that were drilled into the 
walls for poles that formed the structure of each level of the buildings. 
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Bandelier National Monument 
 
Bandelier preserves the ruins of the Ancient Pueblo 

People who inhabited the area from around 1150 to 1600 CE.  
The settlements are located in the Frijoles Canyon formed 
of volcanic tuff  from the Valles supervolcano.  Gas pockets 
within the tuff were exposed through eons of erosion 
yielding cave-like structures of varying sizes the inhabitants 
used for living. 

The ruins also reveal a more highly organized thriving 
community than was previously known.  Multi-story 
structures, elaborate petroglyphs  and wall paintings, and a 
communal lifestyle indicate a high functioning society that 
lasted for many generations. 
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the ruins of the Spanish mission and a ceremonial kiva provide a juxtaposition  of belief systems 

The Pecos National 
Historic Park 
preserves the ruins of 
the Pecos Pueblo, a 
sophisticated 
community of Pueblo 
People from about 
1100 CE until it was 
abandoned in 1838.   
 
The pueblo consisted 
of a multi-story 
structure that 
housed over 2,000 
people.  In the 1600s 
the pueblo co-existed 
with the Spanish 
missionaries in a 
tentatively peaceful 
balance. 
 
The pueblo was 
mostly abandoned by 
the time the pioneers 
passed by on the 
Santa Fe Trail. 
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tent rocks are geologic hoodoos of relatively soft volcanic rock capped by  a protective layer of hard 
rock; erosion eventually wears away the softer rock in columns creating strange shapes 

deposits, creating slot canyons and arroyos along with the tapering 
hoodoos. 

We take advantage of the cool temperatures of the early 
morning to hike the 3.2 mile trail through a slot canyon into the 
heart of the tent rocks.  The cliffs of volcanic rock are striated by 
erosion and tower over a thousand feet above us.  The canyon is so 
narrow that at several points we have to walk sideways and clamber 
over boulders deposited by the periodic flash floods that flow 
through the canyon following a rain storm.   

The trail then begins to climb steeply as we hike out of the 
canyon to the top of the ridge line where we have excellent 
panoramic views of the surreal landscape created by the tent rocks.  
We can peer into the narrow slit of the slot canyon which is so 
narrow it stays mostly in shadow.  As we are hiking back the sun 
reaches an azimuth that illuminates the canyon and quickly raises 
the temperature from the direct sunlight - it was a good thing we 
planned this hike for the morning. 

We backtrack our route on the motorcycles towards I-25 where 
we pass the southern tip of the Rockies and cross over to NM-14 
south.  We ride over generally flat scrubland crisscrossed by dry 
arroyos with scattered jagged remnants of ancient volcanic peaks 
thrusting out of the ground and rising over a thousand feet.  The 
road angles towards the Sandia Mountains, a small range on the 
eastern border of Albuquerque that is actually an ancient barrier 
reef.  Sandia means watermelon in Spanish and refers to the 
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Created by layers of 
volcanic rock, ash and 
pyroclastic flow from a 
volcanic explosion 
within the Jemez 
Volcanic Field six or 
seven million years 
ago.   
 
These layers which are 
hundreds of feet thick 
have eroded over time 
by water and wind 
creating the bizarre 
hoodoo tent rocks and 
sinewy narrow slot 
canyons. 
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The weathering and 
erosion process create 
a bizarre collection of 
rock formations. 
 
The multitude of 
layers can be seen as 
colored bands within 
the rock. 
 
The slot canyons are 
so narrow in spots 
that we are forced to 
clamber over rock 
outcroppings and 
slide sideways to 
squeeze through some 
very tight places.  
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reddish color of the mountains at sunset.  We turn onto the 
Sandia Crest Road for the twisty 14 mile ride and over four 
thousand feet of elevation to the Sandia Crest.  The lookout 
on top is surrounded by a dense farm of antennas planted 
amidst the jagged granite pinnacles that surround the peak.  
We enjoy the panoramic views of the surrounding area and 
then thoroughly enjoy the twisty return to NM-14. 

We merge onto I-40 west and ride through Tijeras 
Canyon through Albuquerque to the Petroglyph National 
Monument.  The monument stretches 17 miles along the 
western border of the city and consists of volcanic basalt 
and dormant cinder cones.  The jumble of black volcanic 
rock creates an interesting juxtaposition to the encroaching 
city features where modern roadways and suburban 
backyards literally abut the monument.   

An estimated 24,000 images were carved several 
hundred years ago by Ancestral Pueblo peoples and early 
Spanish settlers; although some carvings may be as old as 
3,000 years.  As we hike the trail and climb the rocks we are 
amazed at the number and diversity of the images.  Trying 
to interpret them is a game in itself – some are easy to 
understand, such  as images of birds, people, animals, and 
various geometric designs.  Other images defy explanation 
and there are the unanswered questions as to why they 

were created in the first place and what do they mean?  
Given the intricate designs of some images that clearly 
required a lot of effort you can’t help but wonder what 
purpose they were meant to serve. 

After a couple of hours of hiking and clambering over 
the rocks we remount our bikes and head northwest onto 
US-550 and ride along the lowlands of the Rio Salado, 
which empties into the Rio Grande River.  Turning north 
onto NM-4 we ride into the more heavily forested Jemez 
Mountains where the road twists around volcanic rifts that 
jut up from the ground.  We ride over the rim of Valles 
Caldera, an active supervolcano that is 14 miles across; a 
smaller version of the massive caldera in Yellowstone 
National Park.  The interior of the caldera is a lush 
ecosystem of grasslands with large populations of horses, 
elk, pronghorn, bison and cattle that live among the active 
geothermal systems of hot springs and fumaroles.   

The Valles Caldera is also a popular locale for western 
films, most recently with the 2013 reboot of The Lone 
Ranger starring Johnny Depp and Armie Hammer.  We 
follow NM-4 east along the southern edge of the caldera 
crossing over the rim as the sun sets and we finish our tour 
of this enchanted land with our final night in Santa Fe.  

RTR 

The field of 
blasted rock 
from a 
volcanic 
explosion are 
host to 
thousands of 
ancient 
petroglyphs. 
 
Many of  the 
designs are 
obvious 
depictions, 
while others 
are 
confounding 
in their 
meaning. handprints are a common type of petroglyph 
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the figure in the center is a depiction of Kokopelli, the humpbacked 
fertility deity and flute player 

Many petroglyphs depict people in various forms 
of celebration, dress and adornment.  Animals, 
birds, and geometric symbols are also very 
common 
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one of many eclectic  sites that can be found through out the region 

There are over 24,000 recorded petroglyphs within the national 
monument etched by ancient Pueblo people and Spanish explorers and 
settlers.  The meaning of many of them is unknown and one can only 
speculate what the artist was depicting.  For example, there are several 
“starman” petroglyphs that seem to show the face of a person surrounded 
by a star design, sometimes with a flaming winged  creature as shown in 
the photo to the left. 
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colorful wall art on the sides of 
buildings is a common sight 

through the area 

the black dome in the center is the lava dome, which is still active and a source of geothermal activity 

    The Valles Caldera is an active 
supervolcano that last erupted 
about 50,000 years ago.   The 
caldera is almost 14 miles in 
diameter, which is about half the 
size of it’s sister in Yellowstone 
National Park. 
     As an active supervolcano the 
area has numerous geothermal 
features, such as hot springs, 
fumaroles and gas seeps. 
    The volcanic activity has created 
a lush valley of grassland and 
forests that are home to wildlife 
and has been a popular hunting 
ground for over 11,000 years.  The 
obsidian rock has often been used 
by Native Americans for spear and 
arrow points. 
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ROADS 

Well maintained roads with a broad array of sweepers, twisties and 
through mountains and long flat stretches across the prairie lands.   

 
SCENERY 

Beautiful mountain panoramas contrasted by stark vast prairies and 
narrow river gorges and canyons. 

 
AMENITIES 

Food, fuel and lodging are available throughout, although there are 
long stretches with no services. Good cell phone coverage in 
populated areas, but spotty to non-existent in the mountains or 
remote regions. story and photography by Don Metz 

Greg, our brother and friend—we miss you man 

The home, museum and burial place of Kit Carson is located in Taos, NM.  Carson 
was a famed explorer, frontiersman, and solder who fought in the Mexian-
American War and as a Union general during the Civil War.  His exploits as a 
pathfinder guide for the John Fremont expeditions from 1842-46 into California, 
Oregon and the Great Basin resulted in national acclaim and a heroic stature that 
proliferated through many dime novels.  

Sanctuario de Chimayo 

Rio Grande del Norte NM 

Taos Pueblo 

Enchanted Circle Scenic Byway 

Valles Caldera NPres 

Bandelier NM 

Tent Rocks NM 

Petroglyphs NM 

Pecos NHS 

Fort Union NM 

Capulin  Volcano NM 


